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"To the Flock of God every where 94- 
tbered out of the Worlds Wayes, Worſhips, and falſe 
Soong into the Way. of Truth, Worſhip of the 
Spirit, and its pure guidance, where true Satisfattion 
and Peace is witneſſed, that you all may keep there - 
for there is your Reſt for ever, and your Safety in 
time of your trouble. ,, that none may gad or go.a/iray 
ot: of the Way of Trath for the love of any thing , 
for ſuch ſhall meet with Tribulation, Ange and | 
WW, — from the Lord God Almighty: 
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dwel in the inviſible Power of God, out of all viſible things, 
out of the will of the fleſh, or the will of man in the pride 
of life 3 for by that, Death comes over, and Darkneſs co- 
vers, and gets head and maſtery, and ſo comes to rule and 
bear ſway, Olet not your minds go after the World, its 
fleſh-pots, or any thing you have forſaken, and left behind 
you for Truths ſake, never let that come into your remem- 
brance again ſo as to luſt after it, but preſs forwards in fol- 
lowing the Lord. O look not back on the fading glory 
of any viſible or mutable __ but minde che Lord that 
brought you out of the houſe of bondage, and Agypts 
darkneſs, and hath fafely led you on all >a and com- 
fortably watched over you, as a Shepherd over his flock ; 
Dear Friends, walk on in the ſence of the Lord's Power 
and precious Preſence with you in all your undertakings, 
that in the living Faith you all may ftand faſt; and quit 
your ſelves from every thing that would entangle you, or 

draw you aſide again into the Corruptibles, that ſo in the 
Faith all may be 7 up, and you made truly willing to 
ſuffer the loſs of all : Let nothing be kept back or thought 
too dearor near to be parted with, that's viſible and periſh- 
ing, what-ever it be, Husband, Wite, Children, Gold, Sil- 
ver, Lands, or full Trading and Imployments, value them 
not, nor love them more than the Truth ; for if any fo do, 
they will not be found worthy of the Truth , bur the Truth 
ſhall be given to them that are more worthy of it, and 
whoſe delight is to ferve it and honour it : So what-eyer 
ſtands in your way, or at any tire would hinder you from 
running the Race that is ſet before you ; or, what-ever be- 
ſets any of you, or burthens the Juſt in you, caſt it from 
you, and lay it aſide, and freely part with it ; for they are 


worthy of the Truth, and knows moſt how to prize it, that 
have 


_——— 
© <inrats 7 Ar Ie —_—_ 


A —— 


(Imormengy , 2 
' 


_ " —— 


b 
have laid down all for-it; fach come to the Everlaſting- 
Inheritance which fades not away; and by the laying down 
of their own Lite,thereby come to ſave it. But many come 
to loſe the Life, becauſe they were never truly willing co 
lay down, deny, and forſake that, which in the evil nature 
and ground they have a lite in, and yeeld unto that which is 
evil, and work offence againſt God,ſhunning the Crofle of 
Chriſt, wherein the Power of Gbd is manifeſted unto all 
that obey him ; for the crucifying and laying of that which 
is contraty to God, which the Prince of Darkneſs works, 
and would keepalt people in, to their loſs and ruine. Bur, 
Dear Friends, be willing tolay down all, and part with that 
life which any have in any thing that will periſh and come 
to an end, wherein it works againſt the'Truth, and hinders 
its growth and proſperity, or the preſervation and perſeve- 


rance in itt, Olayall down at the teet of the Lamb, who- 
prevails and ſhall have the Victory, and ftand with wo 1 


Lamb againſt, and keep over all Deceit and Hypocrifie ins 
them that would pervert the way of Truth, and draw you 
alide from your firft Love, and ttedfaſtiiefs to God and his 
People, into bitterneſs and unſtability of miad and- fpirir, 


and would ſwell you up in vain'conceits, prejudice and evil: 
- ſurmiſing, and that would labour to beget any of you into - 


an amity with the Profeſſions ofthe World, who are out of 
the Seed and Life of God, wherein the true Churc1-Unity: 
ſtood, and ever ftands over thenrall who are of the falle 
Church and Mother of Harlots and over all their teigyed! 
ſhews and hypocritical prerences of Love and Amity ; that 
will ſpeak'fair, and make'a fair ſhew, bur within fallofrot- 


rennefs, death, darknefs, evil thoughts and Murders;which: 


proceed out'of their evil hearts, and they camur ceaſe front 
{i#n, bat make a mock ar it, and plead forir, that they might 
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have it for term of life, and cannot be free till they come at 
the Grave, as though the Grave would' recover them, and 
free them from their fins 3 which is altogether incredible, 
and but a formed imagined thing : therefore Friends, keep 
out of the Worlds ſpirir, principles, and dark groundlels 
perſwaſions 3 keep clear out of them, and tamper not with 
their dead principles, perſwaſions, vain traditions, carnal or- 
dinances, forms which they have invented; nor their Wor- 
ſhips which profit not, nor make the comers thereunto per- 
fect ; but keep clear out of chem all, in That wherein you 
have acceptance with God, and his pure Preſence apparant- 
ly hath been manifeſted in, for the quickning, comforting, 
and refreſhing of you in all your tryals and ſuflerings, which 
you have paſſed through, and been 4 29am with,for the 
tryal of your Faith in this day of Jacobs troubles, wherein 
the Lord hath been ſifting the houſe of 1/rael, and is pur- 
ging away the filth of the daughter of Szon,and arraying her 
with the Beautiful Garments and comly Ornaments, where- 
in ſhe ſhines forth in the excellent Glory and Comlineſs 
which the Lord hath =_l upon her: And this is ſhe that 
ſometimes fate as forſaken, and tew minded to ſeek after 
her, but now is become @ (ity ſought up, and not forſaken, 
and u become the Delight and Ranſomed of the Lord, that us re- 
turned out of Babylon and Egypt with Songs of Deliverance. 
And undoubtedly the Lord will 25/24, and cur off the 
ſtour-hearted for your ſakes, and all they that are incenſed 
againſt you ſhall be aſhamed, and they that ſtrive with you 
ſhall periſh; and the Lord will be with you, and go betore 
you that remain ſtedfaſt and conſtant in the love of his Truth 


and People, it you travel on, nor turning to the right-hand. 


or to the left, nor gad abroad to change your way : for it 
any forlake the Lord, who is the Way, or his Work and 


Teſti- 
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Teſtimony, in meeting together with the Saints & Servants 
of God, that feel his Preſence with them ; how ſhould they 
expect but the Lord ſhould leaye them, and flight them 
that ſlight his Work and Teſtimony, which ſo fignally he 
hath owned and led us on in? wherein alſo we have wit- 
neſſed an overcoming of Sin and the Devils works, as the 
Children of the Lord did in the Generations paſt ; I ſay, 
how ſhould ſuch but growcold, dry and barren, and loſe 
their ſavour, and ſo be good fbr nothing but to be trodden 
under foot of men, who ſtumble at, and flight, and cauſe 
others to ſtumble at and flight the manifeſt Requirings of 
God, to meer together toſpeak of the things of his King- 
dom, to wait upon and worſhip him,as'our tormer manner 
was? So, dear Friends, abide in the Seed which keeps 
erue, fingle, conſtant and unmoyable, alwayes abounding 
in the unfeigned Love of God, that his Work may proſper 
in you, and you be kept uprightto the Lord, rejecting e- 
very evil way and ſpirit which gathers not into that which 
is wholſom and ſound, which you have heard from the be- 
ginning,and been aſſured of by manifold Teſtimonies from 
Heaven, which God's Witneſs in you hath anſwered to, 


that have believed and obeyed from your hearts. what was 


delivered unto you, and are preſerved in the ſame Love, 
Life and heavenly Unity of the One Spirit, by which all the 
Plants of God were quickened, and kept freſh and green 
through ſundry ſtorms and tenipeſts which they have paſt 
through and been exerciſed in, both inwardly and outward- 
ly. O dear Friends, ſhut out the Wicked-One, and lend 
not an ear to his Allurements, nor open an eye to look out 
at the Glory of this World, which in the Inviſible you may 
ſee paſſing away very ſwittly : and the Glory of all fleſh 
God is ſtaining, and thro::1gh all his Judgments revealed, 
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manifeſting the emprineſs and uncertainty of all things un- 
der the Sun, So, dear Friends, feel dominion over all that 
which is uncertain and fading away, and'ftand in the Dread 
of God over all Charigeables, and them that are ſubject to 
change their way, and thar run-out in high-mindednefs, ' 
ſelf-ſeeking, feigned-flatteries with the tongue, when their 
hearts are not with you; And be all in Reality what you 
profeſs in words , and let Truth guide you in all things 3 
and beware of ftrengthning the Bad in one another : when 
you at any time ſee one another, let your words be few and 
ſavoury, ſeaſoned with Salt, that they may adminiſter Grace 
to the hearers 3 and covet the wholſomeſt words and the beſt 
gifts, and follow the things that make for Peace, as much 
as in you lieth 3 and- provoke one another to Love and to pood 
works : And if any bea Talker, or a Buhe-body, or a falſe 
Accuſer, or a Backbiter, or aSlanderer, going about pra- 
cing of things they ought-not, warn ſuch unruly ſpirits, and: 
withdtaw fromthem, that they may be aſhamed; that they- 
may be reproved ſharply, and exhorted to mind their own 
bufineſs, {till defiring that-they might come to the acknow- 
ledgment of their Sins, and to Repentance for them, and 
torſake them. 

So, dear Friends, the God of all Grace eſtabliſh you, and 
keep you in that which works for God, and which is able 
os vreſent you all ſpotleſs and unblamable in Holineſs ; 
for truly God-(through his abundant mercy and Kindneſs) 
bath extended Life to us that were dead, and by his Power 
hath raiſed the Dead,and opened the Graves, and you that 
are now come forth of the graves of fin and iniquity, that 
ſometime dwelt in the duſt, can now ſig, being awakened 
aut of the ſleep- of Death, whereia the World and all the 
{alſe gatherings lie , ſo rejoyce and triumph over Death, 
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7 
and that which would draw into Death & Darknefs again; 
and prize the Truth, in which Lite and Salvation is found 
and witnefled ; O turn not from it,for it any one turn from 
it, condemnation and miſery ſhall come upon them, which 
they ſhall not be able to eſcape whitherſoever they run, to 
hide themſelves, or to ſave their lives, they ſhall loſe them, 
the Lord will find them out, and will bring torment and 
diſtreſs upon them, —_— by morning they ſhall have no 
reſt nor peace, all joy ſhall be taken trom them, when 
the Faichtul come to rejoyce and clap their hands for joy; 
after the days-of their Mourning be over, then ſhall ſorrow 
and ſadneſs, mourning and bitter lamentations come upon 
all that are nor faithful to the Lord in their day, There- 
fore, dear Friends, youthat know the Truth, prize it more 
and more, be faithful to its requirings, and value it more 
than all viſible things ; prize nor efteem any thing, though 
never ſo delightful or profitable,as the Truth,and the Truth 
will free you from all that which would hurt, and keep you 
over all to the Glory of God ; keep'ir, and it will be your 
life, it will preſerve you and be a — of ſafety tor you 
when the ſcourge of the Almighty paſſeth through the 
Land with greater ſeverity to deſtroy and cut off its Inha- 
birants than yer hath been known in our g—_—_ Oh! 
Bleſſed are you that have a habitation & dwel in the Truth, 
the infallible way to God, you need not look for another; for 
there is no other unto God but Chrift, whom we have belie- 
ved in, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, ia whom I re- 
main, your Brother and Companion in Sufferings, Exerciſes 
and Tribulations for the Goſpels ſake, which is the Power 


of God. 
TFAMES PARK, 


Written near ColcheFter in Eſſex 
the 5th of the 8th mon, 1666, 
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